stirred and moved by the devotional fervour and pathos of hymns and shed tears in an uncontrollable manner. I know eight persons, two of whom are women, who, as the result of their listening to the singing of our saint's hymns by these wandering mendicants, have given up their old ways of living and are to-day living lives dedicated to the unselfish service of their fellow beings. I also know a young university graduate who as the result of hearing one of our saint's hymns sung by a dancing girl in a marriage festival, became an ascetic and is now a devoted worker among the so-called depressed class people. Further, I knew a certain illustrious judge of the Madras High Court who always carried a copy of our saint's hymns in his pocket and used it for his own edification whenever he found time in his busy office. He once told me that it was Thayurnanavar's hymns that led him to renounce his caste presumptions and made him a keen social worker. And there was knight, one very highly educated in his own country as well as in England, a very profound student of Eastern and Western philosophical and religious literature, who once told me when I met him in Kodaikanal, a hill station in South India, that Thayumanavar's hymns are the Magna Charta of a high-minded spiritual democrat who won his freedom in God here, in this world.
Such is the power and influence of our saint's hymns on the life of people in South India. The poems point not only to the lofty height of spiritual eminence which was Thayumanavar's resting place, and which he climbed with great zeal, patience and perseverance, but also to his literary success, grandeur and attainment. He knew both the languages—Tamil and Sanskrit—and he used them well and with a great skill and dexterity.
AS A PHILOSOPHER
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